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Language dapartment chalr
lose Rulz teaches more than
lnnguage: he's committed to
sparking studants’ curiosity
abaut life and culture outside
of thelr native countries.

*Gilving students Insight into
thi lfe and paopls of ancthar
country creaies a context for
the practice of grammar and
wocabulary and translates to &
much stronger senge of purpose

and connection,” explained Ruiz.

That's why, when appreachad
by Emily Jee, divector of
scademic technology. about
thia bdes of walng Virtual
Reality (VR} glasses in tha
claasroom, Pulr leaped
a1 the opportunity.
With lee's suppart. ha
dove headfirst into
researching avallabla
applications,

Soon, hs stedents

of the bulls in
Pamplona. Spain
and vigiting
the historic
sanctuary of

— Machu Picchu

in Peru.
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"Experiancing these places
through VR makes learning the
language mare fun.” sald Toby
Bickford "20, *it’s halped ma
develop a batter understanding
of Spanizsh and bacome more
canfident epeaking it.”

CREATIVE PEDAGOGY

At Peddie, innovation is
encouraged, With support

from Assoclate Head of School
Catherine Rodrigus, feculty

have the resources to generate
impactiul ways lo challenge,
inspire and support stedents. it's
a cufture that attracts exceptional
faculty to the school and
emboldens them to expariment
and inmovate once they get here,

Jae's rola in itsall illusirates
Peddie's commitment to
intentional inmovation, A member
of the technology depariment
who reports a5 a faculty member
to Rodrigue, Jee serves as

tech supporl to faculty but

also attends department and
curricubum planning meetings.
There she galns a sense of what
is. happaning in the classroom
s0 that she can bring new ideas,
teols and solutions to teachars'
attention,

*Peddie benafits from a terific

technology department that

supports teacher initiatives,”
sald Rodrigue.
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"But we don't lead with the
technology: rathar, we lead with
the padagody.”

TECH INTEGRATION

Last year, English and humanities
teacher Grant Edwards of fered

a new elective course called
*Mavigating the “Inlluancing
Maching’ = Truth, Power and
Trust in the Media.” Executing
the class was tricky; the coursa
materigls centered around
current avants and required that
students engage with a toplc or
issue on social media. Looking
for the best way 1o facilitate this,
Edwerds turmed to Jae.

*Emily helped map out the
progression in the course from
one topic to the next,” sald
Edwards, *\We talked at length
and workshopped plans for tha
caursa. Her insights and ideas
were irvaluable,”

*Faculty hare feel embobdened
1o try menw things,” explained
Jea, “It's graat modaling for our
students, They'll try someathing,
and if these are hicoups. thay
adapt. i teaches the kids
flexibiity, which is essential to
any leaming exparience,”

Jee regularly visits classrpoms
to 580 what Is happaning and
encourages faculty (o ask
questions and present their
challenges and [deas. Sometimes,
a teacher will come i Jee, as
Edwards did, with a specific
niged, Other imes Jee will hear &
conversation in 8 department
¢ cuaTlculum meating and
suggesi a product or tool
that might halp.
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Fmily lne, Peddie's directar of ncadamilc
technalegy, discuises tech invtegration
with hintory department Iscully,

“WE DON'T LEAD WITH THE TECHNOLDGY:
RATHER, WE LEAD WITH THE PEDAGDGY.”

“That's wiere | beamm abowt
many of the curricular thrusis
that departments are embarking
upon af snatus that folks are
attempting 16 unravel,” said Jee,
“Oiten | can offer tech solutions
or spggestions; somatimes o
make currenl praclices easier,
gther timaes o bring o new 0ol (o
o teacher, course or department’s
pedagogical arsenal.”

CROSS-INSTITUTIONAL
COLLABORATION

Waord tends to spread quickly
whan ang teachear linds success
with a particular technology, and
teachars in other departments
ane eager to jump on boacd. Such
was the case with Micrasaft
OneNobe, @ digital note-taking
app that encourages multi-users
collaboration. BMath departmant
teachars collabocating on
this curricuelum las thair Math
Prablem Sodving coursi
found OneNote to be the
pirfect toal

With OneMote, teachers
develop & Class Notebook and
sharie it with their studenis.
The applcation supports
images, graphs, drawings,
wideo and audia. Teachers
assign hamewark through the
Class Natebook; students
camplete thair assignments and
collabarate on thar work in repl
time while teachers easily get

o senge of how students anx
grasping tha material.

Peddia's cammitrment to digital
aquity goes far bayond the
one-to-one aptop pregram.

All students and facully hava
access bo the same high-quality
hardware and software, dlowing
them to take full advantage of
the capabilities of &an application
like OreMote.

“Ongiobe spread like wikldling
among both students and
teachers.” said oo, “Students
asked thedr teachers 10 use i1 and
aven created Class Notebooks

for group work. Many teachens
o s if with thedr teaching
teams. It's 5o easily shargable.”

Jew noted other gramphes of
crgss-ingtitutional callabaration.
“Our teachers have used
data-visualization software for
thiz higtory curriculum,” she
gald. " Thay'we created artistic
representations of polynomisls
utilizing particular sofiware in
math and then created digital
artwork with the prodect of that
isquation.”

“This speaks o the dissalution
of sload academic departmants
al Paddia,” axplained bec.
“When teachess Traom differant
departmenis share ideas and
adapt different technologies

lor use across disciplings, i1's
bound 1o create o richer learming
experbencs for gur students,”
she said. B
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